Woman on Council

a first for Kenbridge

By Susan Smyth
Courier-Record intern

Kenbridge Town Council will
welcome newly-elected members
this coming July. Forthefirsttime in
Town history, one of those members
isawoman.

“ldidnotrunonagenderissue,” says
Karen Scales, who did not become a
citizen of Kenbridge until last year’s
annexation. “I ran for Town Council
[because] if I am now a part of the
Town, then’dliketobeapositive part
of the Town.”

Mrs. Scales moved to the area only
two years ago after living 23 years in
Katy, Texas, a small town outside of
Houston. She and her husband John
opposed annexation lastyear. Part of
their reason for moving to the area in-
volved wanting to live in the county.

“Johnand I made up a list of things
we wanted when we retired. We
wanted to be away from the masses,
away fromcrime,andinaplacewhere
we had some acreage, where | could
havethewindowopentohearthebirds
and feel the breeze.”

After annexation, which took ef-
fect December 31st, residents of the
newly-annexed area felt that they
deserved representation on Town
Council,and approached Mrs. Scales
with the matter. She insists, however,
that she is not a protest candidate.

“ldidnotrunbecause I wasopposed,”
says Mrs. Scales. “We are newly-
annexed and should be represented.
Taxationwithout representation goes
back to the Boston Tea Party, and
hopefully some of our talents and
experiences will be an aide to Town
Council.”

Karen Scales is the proud mother
of three working professionals. Her
daughter is a board-certified radiolo-
gist, her oldest son oversees all major
computer information systems in the
State of Mississippi,and heryoungest
son isamechanical engineer.

Mrs. Scales recently retired from
UNOCAL Corporation, where she
oversaw all federal and state audits.
While with the corporation, she was

thefirstwomanandaccountanttowin
the Chairman’sAward for outstanding
accomplishments. She previously
worked for Coastal Corporation, now
ElPaso Energy, whereshedirectedthe
Departmentof Regulatory Reporting,
helped write several laws, and won
several Federal awards for accurate
reporting.

Mrs. Scales is hoping that her busi-
ness experience will be a positive
contribution to Town Council.

“You have politics in Corporate
that are entirely different from town
politics,” Mrs. Scales admits. “But |
am not a political person. | research
anissue, I readallregulationsand laws
pertaining to an issue, I pull all my
factstogether, and I end upwithacon-
clusionasaresult of my research.”

Despite her fairly new arrival to
Southside Virginia and her connec-
tions with the corporate world, Mrs.
Scales still managed to connect with
Kenbridge voters. She collected the
6th highest vote total in the field of 8
candidates, capturing the 6thandfinal
seaton Council.

Mrs. Scales took the opportunity to
visitmany Kenbridge citizensandask
them not only for their support, but
alsofortheirsuggestionsandthoughts
aboutthe Townitself. Althoughmany
wereenthusiasticabouttherevitaliza-
tion of Downtown, some expressed
concerns.

“l went door- to-door because |
thought that I could not ask people to
vote for me if I didn’t ask them,” says
Mrs. Scales. “Alotof constituentsare
concerned about not knowing what’s
going on in town, and | think part of
that is a lack of communication. |
don’tthink every little hiccup should
be reported, but I do think that deci-
sions, as well as the positive, should
be relayed to people.”

Born and raised in Charleston,
WVA, and having lived all over the
United States, Mrs. Scaleshashadthe
opportunitytosee howthingsare done
elsewhereand feelsshe canoffersome
freshideas, especially concerningthe
Downtown revitalization projectand
future business opportunities.

Mrs. Scalesisparticularly concerned

with the n ous “no loitering”
signs in the windows of businesses
Downtown. Shefearsthosesignsgive
visitors and prospective merchants a
bad firstimpression.

“Why dowe nothave policewalking
the streets? | think that would deter
any oftheloitering problemsthe busi-
nesses might have.”

Scales feels that businesses are not
only entitled to the E- 911 system
and immediate attention in case of an
emergency, butalsothe peace of mind
in feeling secure and protected.

She does not, however, plan to run
the Town herself.

“I'havenointentionofgoinginthere
as a barn-burner,” she says smiling.
“l am one of seven.” (Six Council
members and a Mayor.)

Mrs. Scales responds honestly to
those who question her motive for
running for Town Council after she
opposed being annexed last year.

“I believe | made the comment,
‘Make sure you know what you’re
wishingfor, youmay getit,”” shesays,
recalling Council meetings last year.
“Now, due to the fact that we’re part
of the city, we have aright to say what
wewould liketohave or giveideas for
improvement.”

Karen Scales is looking forward to
workringwith othermembersof Town
Councilaswellascitizensof the Town
itself. Sheand herhusband John,who
will be married 40 years in August,
havenothingbutpraise fortheplacein
which they have decided toretire.

“Asawhole, the community is just
very delightful,” says Mrs. Scales.
“We love it and have been welcomed
with open arms. This is going to be
home for us forever.”



